Prayer of the Faithful
(marking the 5th anniversary of the World Meeting of Families in Dublin)


PRESIDER:	God our Father, we are brothers and sisters in Jesus your Son, one family in the Spirit of your love.  Bless us with the joy of love as we bring our prayers and intentions before you.

1. Let us pray for Pope Francis.  We thank God for the joyful and hopeful message he offers to all families.  May God our Father grant him strength and courage to proclaim the Gospel of the Family, and to lead the Church in living the joy of love.  Lord, hear us.

2. Let us pray in thanksgiving for all who gave generously of their time and talents to prepare for the World Meeting of Families in Dublin in 2018.  May their generosity bear fruit in the life of the Church in Ireland, so that we might all be brothers and sisters of each other in Jesus Christ, one family in the Spirit of his love.  Lord, hear us.

3. Let us pray for all families in our communities, especially for those families that are experiencing challenges and difficulties … families in poverty, families fleeing war and persecution, families where there is violence, families experiencing illness or broken by addiction.  May the bonds of love and affection that bind our families together be strengthened, and may all members of our families be granted hope, courage, and strength.  Lord, hear us.

4. Let us pray for parents in their ministry of handing on the gift of faith to children.  As they seek to create a domestic church, may they be a visible image of the love of God the Father, and a living proclamation of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  May the seeds of faith that they sow in the hearts of their children bear fruit in lives of faith, hope, and love.  Lord, hear us.

5. Let us pray for those preparing for the Sacrament of Marriage.  May this time of preparation draw them closer to the God who will unite them as one.  And may the Lord who journeys with them across the ocean of life protect their oneness, and bless them in their vocation of unity, fidelity, and love.  Lord, hear us.

6. Recalling the penitential act of Pope Francis in Dublin seeking forgiveness for the crimes of ministers of the Church, let us pray for those who have been hurt and wounded in the Church.  May the synodal Church that Pope Francis calls us to be, help us to humbly accompany our brothers and sisters in justice and truth.  Lord, hear us.

PRESIDER:	God our Father, we thank you for hearing our prayer.  Protect all families with your loving care.  Increase our faith, strengthen our hope, keep us safe in your love, make us always grateful for the gift of life that we share, as we make this prayer through your Son, who is Christ, our Lord.

		Mary, mother and guide, pray for us. 
Saint Joseph, father and protector, pray for us. 
Saints Joachim and Anne, pray for us. 
Saints Louis and Zélie Martin, pray for us.
