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Welcoming the new year as a gift
Hymn

Be still, for the presence of the Lord, the Holy One is here.

Come, bow before him now in reverence and fear.

In him no sin is found, we stand on holy ground.

Be still, for the presence of the Lord, the Holy One is here.

Be still, for the glory of the Lord is shining all around

He burns with holy fire with splendour He is crowned

How awesome is the sight, our radiant King of Light

Be still, for the glory of the Lord is shining all around

 

Be still, for the power of the Lord is moving in this place

He comes to cleanse and heal to minister His grace

No work too hard for Him, in faith receive from Him

Be still, for the power of the Lord is moving in this place
Presence

Loving God, 

as we gather in this place,  

we are drawn into your light 

shining in our world and  in our lives…

Draw us close to you this day.
Scripture Reading – Deuteronomy 30:19-20
I call heaven and earth to witness against you today; I set before you life or death, blessing or curse.  Choose life, then, so that you and your descendants may live, in the love of Yahweh your God, obeying his voice, clinging to him; for in this your life consists, and on this depends your long stay in the land which Yahweh swore to your fathers Abraham, Isaac and Jacob he would give them.

What life-giving things is the Lord offering me 
as I begin this new year?

Litany of the Year 

In January, the month of darkness and silent growth
 - Be with us, Lord.
In February, the month of lengthening days and peeping buds 
– Be with us, Lord.
In March, the month of lambs, Lent and new life 
– Be with us, Lord.
In April, the month of swallows, growth and Easter joy 
– Be with us, Lord.
In May, the month of Mary our mother, of visitations and fresh flowers – Be with us, Lord.
In June, the month of mid-summer sun and light-filled days 
– Be with us, Lord.
In July, the month of holidays and summer joys 
– Be with us, Lord.
In August, the month of shortening days and summer’s end 
– Be with us, Lord.
In September, the month of fruits, of harvesting and gathering 
– Be with us, Lord.
In October, the month of falling leaves and letting go 
– Be with us, Lord.
In November, the month of the dead, the souls and the saints 
– Be with us, Lord.
In December, the month of the gift and the light of our Saviour, Jesus – Be with us, Lord.
As companions on the journey with Jesus, we say together,  

Our Father

Closing Responses

Leader:
For all that God can do within us, 

for all that God can do without us,
All:

Thanks be to God

Leader:
For all in whom Christ lived before us, 

for all in whom Christ lives beside us, 

All:

Thanks be to God

Leader:
For all the Spirit want to bring us,  

for where the Spirit wants to send us, 

All:

Thanks be to God

Leader:
Let us go forth, glorifying the Lord with our lives.

All:

Thanks be to God

