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PRAYER SERVICE 
CELEBRATING THE BEGINNING OF THE SCHOOL YEAR

“When you can’t change the direction of the wind adjust your sails”

Create a sacred space in your classroom or prayer room with different symbols representing school life (e.g. a book, football/basketball, school journal, the Bible, the school mission statement or icon of  your founder, a Cross), picture of a sailboat.  Light a candle at the centre of the space and play some reflective music.  

Leader:  As we gather together today, let us close our eyes and become aware of God’s presence within us and all around us.  As we begin a new school year, we all have many hopes for the year ahead as well as the fear and uncertainty that we have are living during the Pandemic.  Let us invite God to be with us now and in the coming months.  

I invite each of your now to reflect on your goals for the new school year and any concerns you may have.  (Provide them with some paper and an envelope to write down their goals for the year and seal them in the envelope and write their name on it).  

When we develop our gifts we grow and become fully alive.  This is God’s wish for each one of us and Jesus said ‘I have come so that you may have life, and have it to the full’.   Let us pray now that as we begin this new school year we will have real belief in ourselves, our gifts and our abilities, so that the coming year will be fulfilling for each of us.  May we always be mindful of the needs of others and the importance of building our school community as a place of justice and belonging for all. 

Scripture:  Isaiah (43:1-5)  
The Lord who created you says, ‘Do not be afraid – I am with you.  I have called you by name – you are mine. When you pass through deep waters, I will be with you; Your troubles will not overwhelm you. When you pass through fire, you will not be burnt; the hard trials that come will not hurt you. 

For I am the Lord your God, the holy God of Israel, who saves you. I will give up whole nations to save your life, because you are precious to me and because I love you and give you honour. Do not be afraid – I am with you.’
The word of the Lord.
Or..
Scripture: Matthew (14: 22-33).

[Jesus] made his disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other side …

were terrified.  ‘It is a ghost’, they said, and cried out in fear. But at once Jesus called out to them saying: ‘Courage, it is I.  Do not be afraid’.

It was Peter who answered. ‘Lord’, he said, ‘if it is you, tell me to come to you across the water’.  ‘Come’ said Jesus.  Then Peter got out of the boat and started walking towards Jesus across the water, but as soon as he felt the force of the wind, he took fright and began to sink. ‘Lord, save me!’ he cried.  

Jesus put out his hand at once and held him. ‘Man of little faith’ he said, ‘why did you doubt?’  and as they got into the boat the wind dropped.  The men in the boat bowed down before him and said. ‘Truly, you are the Son of God’.

                                                                                The Word of the Lord.

After sending the crowds away he went up into the hills by himself to pray.  When evening came he was there alone, while the boat, by now, far out on the lake, was battling with a heavy sea, for there was a head wind.

In the fourth watch of the night he went towards them, walking on the lake, and when the disciples saw him walking on the lake they 



Leader:  I now invite each of you to come forward and place your envelope in the box on our sacred space.  As you do this, consciously hand over your hopes and fears to God, trusting that God is with us and when we seek God we will discover that He is already there waiting for us; waiting to be with us in our struggles, in our hopes and in our successes.  These envelopes will be returned to you at the end of the school year so you can reflect on your journey through the year.  We ask God to be at the centre of our lives in the coming year and now entrust everything to Him.  

Music:     Captain- Hill United                  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HEM3FLkTPrI  

Prayers of Intercession:

Student 1: We pray God’s blessing on the coming school year; on our work, our dreams and our aspirations. May each of us be filled with a spirit of cooperation and may we share our gifts so that the very best may be achieved.                                                                                                          Lord hear us.
Student 2: For our teachers – that they will be given the awareness, insight and patience to lead us to new paths of discovery. May they be free from stress and anxiety and may peace flow through their work.                                                                                                                                                Lord hear us. 

Student 3: For our families and friends who love and support us. May the Lord bless them for their patience and generosity and may bonds be strengthened through mutual openness and care. 
                                                                                                                                                                      Lord hear us.

Student 4: We pray for those who doubt their abilities. May their fellow students always be at hand to encourage, support and offer practical help when and where it is needed.             Lord hear us. 

Student 5: We pray that this year will be one blessed with care, love and generosity. May bullying and struggles for power be seen by all as destructive to everyone involved and may we always seek to stand up for the rights and dignity of others.  




     Lord hear us.                                                                                                               

Leader: Creator God, we place this school year with all its plans, hopes and dreams before you. Pour out your spirit on all our endeavours. Let us never be so rushed or pressed for time that we don’t have time for one other or to reach out to one another.  In spite of study and commitments, may we all find the space to ponder what guides our thoughts and decisions each day. This we ask in Jesus’ name.   Amen.
Reflection
What will this year bring? You do not know; I do not know.  It will bring its usual quota of work and play, of success and failure…all the things that are part of school life. 

It is a new beginning; the planting of a seed that will grow for a year, the seed of fruit that will blossom in times to come. 

It is a New Hope; hope for good work, for successful results, for friendship, for fun, for learning.

In this coming year, may there be learning, prayer and fun. May there be hard work, faith and friendship.  May no one in this school be lonely; may no one feel left out in class; may no one suffer through others here. 

As we begin this year in hope, in prayer and in friendship…may the Lord begin it with us, be with us during it and successfully bring it to its conclusion. May we, this year, together act justly, together love tenderly and together walk humbly with our God. 
Closing Prayer:  As your Spirit guides us and your loving care keeps us safe Lord, be close to us during the coming school year, and in your mercy listen to those who call on you. Strengthen and protect us in your kindness and draw us closer to you.  Amen.
Final Blessing: All
May Wisdom be in our minds and in our thinking.
May Wisdom be in our hearts and in our perceiving.
May Wisdom be in our mouths and in our speaking.
May Wisdom be in our hands and in our working.
May Wisdom be with us, all the days of our lives.  Amen

