








THE ROMAN CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF KILDARE AND LEIGHLIN 

FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2024 

Accounting records 
To ensure that proper books and accounting records are kepi, the Finance Committee has employed appropriately 
qualified accounting personnel and has maintained appropriate computerised accounting systems. Each ol the 
Parishes maintains ils books of account locally, while the Curia books of account are kept at the Diocesan Office, 
Bishop's House, Dublin Road, Carlow. 

Subsequent events 
There have been no significant events affecting lhe Charily since the year end. 

Statement on Relevant Audit Information 
So far as the members of the Finance Committee are aware, there is no relevant audit information of which the statutory 
auditors are unaware. The members have taken all steps that they ought lo have taken to make themselves aware of 
any relevant audit information and they have established that the statutory auditors are aware of that information. 

Compflance with Sector-Wide Legfsfatlon and Standards 
The charity engages pro-actively with legislation, standards and codes which are developed for the sector. The Roman 
Catholic Diocese of Kildare and Leighlin subscribes to and is compliant with the following: 
- The Code of Canon Law 
- The Charities SOAP (FRS 102) 
- The Charities Governance Code (the Code), 

Auditors 

The auditors, Harney Nolan Chartered Accountants, have Indicated their willingness to continue in their role. 

Signed on behafl of the Finance Committee by, 

Chairperson 

Date: 28 October 2025 
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THE ROMAN CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF KILDARE AND LEIGHUN 

STATEMENT OF FINANCE COMMITTEE RESPONSIBILITIES 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2024 

The Finance Committee is responsible for preparing the financial statements in accordance wilh applicable Irish law 
and Generally Accepted Accounting Practice in Ireland including the accounting standards issued by the Financial 
Reporting Council. 

The Charities Act 2009, as implemented, requires the Finance Committee to prepare financial statements for each 
financial year which give a true and fair view of the state of affairs of the Charity and fund movements for that period. 
The Finance Committee must not approve the financial statements unless they are satisfied that they give a lrue and 
fair view of the assets, liabiliUes and financial position of the charity as at lhe financial year end date and of the net 
income and expenditure of the charity for the financial year. 

In preparing these financial statements the Finance Committee is required to follow best practice and: 

select suitable accounting policies and apply them consistenlly; 
- make judgements and estimates thal are reasonable and prudent; 
- stale whether applicable accounting standards have been followed, subject to any material departures disclosed 

and explained in the financial statements; 
- state whether the Charities SORP (effective January 2015) has been followed; 

prepare the financial statements on the going concern basis unless it is inappropriate to presume that the Diocese 
will continue in operation. 

The Finance Committee confirms that ii has complied wilh the above requirements in preparing the linancial 
statements. 

The Finance Committee is responsible for keeping adequate accounting records that are sufficient to show and explain 
the charity's transactions and disclose with reasonable accuracy at any lime the financial posttion of the charity. It is 
also responsible for· safeguarding the assets of the charity and hence for taking reasonable steps for the prevention 
and detection of fraud and other irregularities. 

The Finance Committee is responsible tor the maintenance and integrity ol the corporate and financial information 
included on the charity's website. Legislation in the Republic of Ireland governing the preparation and dissemination of 
financial statements may differ from legislation in other jurisdictions. 

In so far as all members of the Finance Committee are aware: 
there is no relevant audit information (information needed by the charity's auditor in connection wilh preparing the 
auditor's report) of which the charity's auditor is unaware, and 
the trustees have taken all the steps that they ought to have taken to make themselves aware of any relevant audit 
information and to establish that !he charity's auditor is aware of that information. 

Signed on behalf of the Anance Committee by, 

.. ;.,:.���J\"), 
Chairperson 

Date: 28 October 2025 
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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT
TO THE FINANCE COMMITTEE OF THE DIOCESE OF KILDARE AND LEIGHLIN 

Report on the audit of the financial statements 

Opinion 
We have audited the charity financial statements of Roman Catholic Diocese and Parishes of Kildare and Leighlin for 
the year ended 31 December 2024 which comprise the Statement of Financial Activities, the Balance Sheet, the 
Statement of Cash Flows and the related notes to the financial statements, including a summary of significant 
accounting policies set out in note 2. The financial reporting framework that has been applied in their preparation is 
FRS 102 "The Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland" and Accounting and 
Reporting by Charities: Statement of Recommended Practice applicable to charities preparing their accounts in 
accordance with FRS 102. 

In our opinion the financial statements: 
- give a true and fair view of the assets, liabilities and financial position of the charity as at 31 December 2024 and

of its net incoming resources for the year then ended;
- have been properly prepared in accordance with FRS 102 "The Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK

and Republic of Ireland", having regard to the Charities SORP.

Basis for opinion 
We conducted our audit in accordance with International Standards on Auditing (Ireland) (ISAs (Ireland) and applicable 
law. Our responsibilities under those standards are further described in the Auditor's responsibilities for the audit of the 
financial statements section of our report. We are independent of the charity in accordance with ethical requirements 
that are relevant to our audit of financial statements in Ireland, including the Ethical Standard for Auditors (Ireland) 
issued by the Irish Auditing and Accounting Supervisory Authority (IAASA), and we have fulfilled our other ethical 
responsibilities in accordance with these requirements. We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is 
sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our opinion. 

We have obtained all the information and explanations which we consider necessary for the purposes of our audit. 
In our opinion the accounting records of the charity were sufficient to permit the financial statements to be readily and 
properly audited. The financial statements are in agreement with the accounting records. 

Conclusions relating to going concern 
In auditing the financial statements, we have concluded that the Finance Committee’s use of the going concern basis 
of accounting in the preparation of the financial statements is appropriate. 

Based on the work we have performed, we have not identified any material uncertainties relating to events or conditions 
that, individually or collectively, may cast significant doubt on the charity's ability to continue as a going concern for a 
period of at least twelve months from the date when the financial statements are authorised for issue. 

Our responsibilities and the responsibilities of the Finance Committee with respect to going concern are described in 
the relevant sections of this report. 

Other Information 
The Finance Committee is responsible for the other information. The other information comprises the information 
included in the annual report other than the financial statements and our Auditor's Report thereon. Our opinion on the 
financial statements does not cover the other information and, except to the extent otherwise explicitly stated in our 
report, we do not express any form of assurance conclusion thereon. 

In connection with our audit of the financial statements, our responsibility is to read the other information and, in doing 
so, consider whether the other information is materially inconsistent with the financial statements, or our knowledge 
obtained in the audit, or otherwise appears to be materially misstated. If we identify such material inconsistencies or 
apparent material misstatements, we are required to determine whether there is a material misstatement in the financial 
statements or a material misstatement of the other information. If, based on the work we have performed, we conclude 
that there is a material misstatement of this other information, we are required to report that fact. We have nothing to 
report in this regard. 
 

Respective responsibilities 

Responsibilities of the Finance Committee for the financial statements 
As described in the Statement of Finance Committee Responsibilities, the Finance Committee is responsible for the 
preparation of the financial statements and for being satisfied that they give a true and fair view, and for such internal 
control as they determine is necessary to enable the preparation of financial statements that are free from material 
misstatement, whether due to fraud or error.  
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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT
TO THE FINANCE COMMITTEE OF THE DIOCESE OF KILDARE AND LEIGHLIN

In preparing the financial statements, the Finance Committee is responsible for assessing the charity's ability to 
continue as a going concern, disclosing, as applicable, matters related to the going concern and using the going 
concern basis of accounting unless management either intends to liquidate the charity or to cease operation, or has no 
realistic alternative but to do so. 

Auditor’s responsibilities for the audit of the financial statements 
Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements as a whole are free from 
material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and to issue an Auditor's Report that includes our opinion. 
Reasonable assurance is a high level of assurance, but is not a guarantee that an audit conducted in accordance with 
ISAs (Ireland) will always detect a material misstatement when it exists. Misstatements can arise from fraud or error 
and are considered material if, individually or in aggregate, they could reasonably be expected to influence the 
economic decisions of users taken on the basis of these financial statements. 

A further description of our responsibilities for the audit of the financial statements is contained in the appendix to this 
report, located at page 9, which is to be read as an integral part of our report. 

The purpose of our audit work and to whom we owe our responsibilities 
This report is made solely to the Finance Committee, as a body. Our audit work has been undertaken so that we might 
state to the Finance Committee those matters we are required to state to them in an auditor's report and for no other 
purpose. To the fullest extent permitted by law, we do not accept or assume responsibility to anyone other than the 
Finance Committee as a body, for our audit work, for this report, or for the opinions we have formed. 

-  

__________________________ 
Tony Harney FCA 
For and on behalf of 
HARNEY  
Chartered Accountants and Statutory Audit Firm 
Equity House 
Deerpark Business Complex 
Dublin Road 
Carlow 
Ireland 

Date: 28th October 2025 
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APPENDIX TO THE INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT

As part of an audit in accordance with ISAs (Ireland), we exercise professional judgement and maintain professional 
scepticism throughout the audit. We also: 
 

- Identify and assess the risks of material misstatement of the financial statements, whether due to fraud or error,
design and perform audit procedures responsive to those risks, and obtain audit evidence that is sufficient and
appropriate to provide a basis for our opinion. The risk of not detecting a material misstatement resulting from fraud
is higher than for one resulting from error, as fraud may involve collusion, forgery, intentional omissions,
misrepresentations, or the override of internal control.

 

- Obtain an understanding of internal control relevant to the audit in order to design audit procedures that are
appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the
charity's internal control.

 

- Evaluate the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of accounting estimates and
related disclosures made by the Finance Committee.

 

- Conclude on the appropriateness of the Finance Committee's use of the going concern basis of accounting and,
based on the audit evidence obtained, whether a material uncertainty exists related to events or conditions that
may cast significant doubt on the charity's ability to continue as a going concern. If we conclude that a material
uncertainty exists, we are required to draw attention in our Auditor's Report to the related disclosures in the financial
statements or, if such disclosures are inadequate, to modify our opinion. Our conclusions are based on the audit
evidence obtained up to the date of our Auditor's Report. However, future events or conditions may cause the
charity to cease to continue as a going concern.

 

- Evaluate the overall presentation, structure and content of the financial statements, including the disclosures, and
whether the financial statements represent the underlying transactions and events in a manner that achieves fair
presentation.

 

We communicate with those charged with governance regarding, among other matters, the planned scope and timing 
of the audit and significant audit findings, including any significant deficiencies in internal control that we identify during 
our audit. 
 



THE ROMAN CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF KILDARE AND LEIGHLIN 

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES 

FORTHEYEARENDED31DECEMBER2024 

Unrestricted Restricted 2024 2023 
Funds Funds Total Total 

Note € € € € 
Incoming resources: 

Fundraising income 4 13,770,125 2,889,639 16,659,764 14,046,288 

lnveslment income 5 1,104,743 1,104,743 1,004,840 

Net gain on sales of assets 174,042 174,042 720,002 

Total Incoming resources 15,048,910 2,889,639 17,938,549 15,771,130 

Resources expended: 

Cost of generating fundraising income 6 2,110,735 2,110,735 1,957,354 

Charttable aclivtties 7 11,972,599 409,308 12,381,907 12,087,501 

Interest payable and similar charges 8 86,282 86,282 84,341 

Total resources expended 14,169,616 409,308 14,578,924 14,129,196 

Net Income 879,294 2,480,331 3,359,625 1,641,934 

Other recognised gains: 

Unrealised gains on investment assets 1,344,164 1,344,164 779,666 

Net movement in funds for the year 15 2,223,458 2,480,331 4,703,789 2,421,600 

Reconciliation of funds: 

Balances brought forward al 1 January 72,769,110 535,628 73,304,738 70,883,138 

Balances brought forward at 31 December 74,992,568 3,015,959 78,008,527 73,304,738 

The Diocese has no recognised gains or losses other than the surplus for the year. The income and expenses all 
relate to continuing activities. 

Approved by the Finance Committee and signed on its behall by: 

Bish,:�:� 
J\ � 

Chairperson 

Date: 28 October 2025
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THE ROMAN CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF KILDARE AND LEIGHLIN 

BALANCE SHEET 

AS AT31 DECEMBER2024 

Notes 
Fixed Assets 
Tangible assets 9 
Financial assets 10 

Current Assets 

Slacks 11 
Debtors 12 
Cash al bank 19 

Creditors: Amounts falllng due within one 
year 13 

Nel Current Assets 

Tolal Assels less Current Liabilities 

Creditors: Amounts falling due after more than one 
year 14 

Net Assets 

The Funds of the Charily: 
Unrestricled - General Funds 
Unrestricted - Tangible Fixed Assets 
Unreslricled - Other Designated Funds 

Combined unrestricted funds 15 

Restricted Funds 15 

Total Charity Funds 15 

Approved by the Finance CommlHee and signed on its behalf by: 

-r ��,.;) �"' ' Bishop nls Nulty 
' 

Chairperson 

Date: 28 October 2025 

2024 2023 
€ 

39,059,565 39,665,975 
18,379,897 16,640,74g 

57,439,462 56,306,724 

74,349 77,477 
1,236,591 1,165,183 

20,037,918 16,551,941 

21,348,858 17,794,601 

{774,489) (779,023) 

20,574,369 17,015,578 

78,013,831 73,322,302 

{5,304) (17,564) 

78,008,527 73,304,738 

29,713,918 27,243,154 
37,806,110 38,374,346 

7,472,540 7,151,610 

74,992,568 72,769,110 

3,015,959 535,628 

78,008,527 73,304,738 
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