[bookmark: _c34c94gmhj3x]Prayers of the Faithful

[bookmark: _bry6n25gk563]Suggestions for Prayers of the Faithful.
Choose no more the five from the prayers below
[bookmark: _dht11ce0y0oi]Introduction to the Prayers of the Faithful
Celebrant
 As people created from the loving and conscious thought of God — each of us loved, chosen, and necessary — we turn now to our heavenly Father with confidence. Filled with the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers for the Church, for the world, and for all who need God’s grace.

[bookmark: _8eny7ix5xt44]1. For the Holy Father
 For Pope Francis: that the Holy Spirit may strengthen him as he reminds the world that every person is created from a conscious thought of God, and that each one is loved, chosen, and necessary in God’s family.
 Lord, hear us.
2. For the Church, Bishops, Priests, and All Who Serve
 For Bishop Denis, and for all who serve the Church in the Diocese of Kildare & Leighlin: that through their ministry they may help every person recognise their unique dignity — created intentionally by God, cherished, and called to a purpose in the Church.
 Lord, hear us.
3. For Peace and World Leaders
 For leaders of nations and all who shape public life: that they may govern with respect for the God-given worth of every human being, remembering that no one is accidental — all are chosen and necessary for the good of the human family.
 Lord, hear us.
4. For the Young People Being Confirmed
 For our Confirmation candidates: that today they may know deeply that the Holy Spirit seals in them the truth that God has thought of them, loves them personally, has chosen them for mission, and needs their gifts in the world.
 Lord, hear us.
5. For Families, Sponsors, and Teachers
 For parents, guardians, sponsors, teachers, and all who guide these young people: that they may continue to help them discover that they were created intentionally by God and that their presence brings something necessary and irreplaceable to others.
 Lord, hear us.
6. For the Poor, the Struggling, and the Forgotten
 For the poor, the homeless, the fearful, and all who feel unnoticed: may they come to know that they are never forgotten by God — that they, too, are the result of his loving thought, chosen and necessary in the body of Christ.
 Lord, hear us.
7. For the Sick and Those Carrying Burdens
 For all who suffer in body, mind, or spirit: that they may be comforted by the truth that God holds them tenderly in love, sees their pain, and values their lives as precious and necessary.
 Lord, hear us.
8. For Our Beloved Dead
 For those who have died, especially members of our families and parish community: may they now experience fully the love of God who created them with purpose, called them by name, and welcomes them into eternal life.
 Lord, hear us.
[bookmark: _54h7ufhpleuz]Conclusion to the Prayers of the Faithful
Celebrant:
 Loving God, you created each person intentionally and with purpose. Hear the prayers we have offered in faith. May your Holy Spirit continue to guide these young people and all of us, so that knowing we are loved, chosen, and necessary, we may bring your light to the world.
 We make this prayer through Christ our Lord.
 Amen.

