GRADUATION LITURGY 
The future belongs to those who believe in the beauty of their dreams.

Entrance hymn: 
Here I am Lord. Is it I Lord? 

I have heard you calling in the night

I will go Lord if you lead me

I will hold your people in my heart

I the Lord of sea and sky

I have heard my people cry

All who dwell in dark and sin

My hand will save

I who made the stars of night

I will make their darkness bright

Who will bear my light to them?

Whom shall I send?

I the Lord of snow and rain

I have borne my people’s pain

I have wept for love of them

They turn away

I will break their hearts of stone

Give them hearts for love alone

I will speak my word to them

Whom shall I send?

Introduction: Insert Student Name
I take this opportunity to welcome you all to Name of School’s celebration of Graduation for the Class of …….

We gather here this evening to remember, to pray, to hope and to dream.

This celebration is a time to thank God for family, for the friends we have made and for the teachers and staff of Name of School.

We are here to pray for each other, for peace of mind and happiness.

It is a time mixed with sadness and joy. We are joyful in moving forward but sad to leave a lot behind.

We pray for our upcoming exams and for success in them.

We look ahead in hope and we know that God will be with us in the future as He has accompanied us up to now.

I wish to introduce our celebrants this evening: Our main celebrant is (Celebrant’s name) from (Name of Parish) and we also welcome (Name), minister in the Church of Ireland (Name of Parish).
To reflect on some of the characteristics of the class of …… Student Name 1 and Student Name 2 will guide us in a brief overview of our year group while the students bring up some symbols of our time spent here in Name of School.
Symbols of the Class of …… read by Add as named above
Name of Student is bringing up a smiley face pillow – this represents the banter and happiness we have had together as a year group since we began our journey as classes B, L, A and S; the happiness we feel tonight when we end our journey and the happiness we will feel when we recall our fond memories of school.

We see Name of Student brings up a timetable and Name of Student brings up a school jumper. This depicts the routine we have followed whilst attending Name of School and the image we have proudly worn.

Name of Student brings up a hurley Name of Student brings forward a basketball. This represents the sporting achievements from the past six years our year has contributed to Name of School, especially in the areas of Hurling, Gaelic and Basketball.

The orange T-Shirt representing Cycle Against Suicide is brought forward by Student Name. This represents our year group’s participation in and support of this cause.
Student Name brings up a hamper filled with the names of the charities our year has proudly supported throughout our six years in Pobalscoil Neasáin.
Next Student Name is bringing up a guitar. This represents the musical achievements in our year group from participating in Musicals to performing in (Name of Talent Show) and the end of year celebrations.

Art has been a huge part of our time here. This is evident by the creativity seen around us tonight such as the mural behind us and the many different projects completed by our year group throughout the six years.
A bag of pick and mix is brought forward by Name of Student to represent the diversity in our year group and as an example of the tolerance and acceptance we have found in Pobalscoil Neasáin.

Name of Student is bringing up a rock. This represents the support we show one another as a year group - in friendships, in work and in community with one another.

Finally, some dream catchers are brought forward by Student 1 and Student 2. These represent the dreams we have shared and achieved throughout our years in Name of School and the dreams we hope to achieve when we leave. The future belongs to those who believe in the beauty of their dreams.
Celebrant: In the name of the Father, Son and of the Holy Spirit, 

All: Amen.

Celebrant: May the grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.

All: And with your spirit.

Penitential Rite 
For times when we get carried away and are unfair to people
Lord have mercy

Lord have mercy

For times when we let anger get the better of us
Christ have mercy

Christ have mercy

For times when we failed to respect ourselves and others around us

Lord have mercy

Lord have mercy
Opening Prayer

Grant us, Lord our God,
that we may honour you with all our mind,
and love everyone in truth of heart.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen
LITURGY OF THE WORD
An Chéad Léacht:  léamh ag (Ainm)
Sliocht as Leabhar na hEagna

An Té a Lorgann Faigheann
Is niamhrach domhúchta í an eagna; na daoine a bhfuil grá acu di, tugann siad faoi deara í gan dua; agus na daoine a bhíonn á lorg, faigheann siad í go furasta.
Ligeann sí a haithne roimh ré leis na daoine a bhfuil dúil acu inti.

An té a éiríonn go moch ar a tóir ní bheidh a shaothar in aisce aige,

mar gheobhaidh sé í ina suí ag a gheataí.

Is é barr na tuisceana é machnamh uirthi; agus an té a dhéanann faire ar a son

is gairid go mbeidh sé saor ó imní.

Óir téann sí féin timpeall ag lorg a díol de dhaoine; agus le neart dea‑mhéine

taispeánann sí í féin dóibh ar na bóithre, agus gluaiseann sí faoina ndéin

gach uair a smaoiníonn siad uirthi.

Sin é briathar Dé.

Buíochas le Dia.

A reading from the book of Wisdom

The one who seeks finds.

Wisdom is bright and unfading. She readily appears to those who love her. She’s found by those who keep seeking after her. She makes herself known even in advance to those who desire her with all their hearts. Someone who awakens before dawn to look for her will find her already sitting at the door. Taking wisdom to heart is the way to bring your thinking to maturity. The one who can’t sleep at night because he’s consumed with thinking about her will soon be free from worry.
She herself goes about looking for those who are worthy of her. She graciously makes herself known to them as they travel. She comes to them in each of the ideas that they think.

The word of the Lord

Thanks be to God
Psalm: 
Cry out with joy to God all you people
Let music fill the earth, 
sing with your heart, 
sing with your soul.
Second Reading: read by Name of Student
A reading from the letter of James.
Are any of you wise and understanding? Show that your actions are good with a humble lifestyle that comes from wisdom. However, if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your heart, then stop bragging and living in ways that deny the truth. This is not the wisdom that comes down from above but is earthly, unspiritual and demonic. Wherever there is jealousy and selfish ambition, there is disorder and everything that is evil.  What of the wisdom from above? First, it is pure, and then peaceful, gentle, obedient, filled with mercy and good actions, fair, and genuine. Those who make peace sow the seeds of justice by their peaceful acts.

The word of the Lord

Thanks be to God
Alleluia Sung
GOSPEL Celebrant
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew

You are the light of the world. A city on top of a hill can’t be hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a basket. Instead, they put it on top of a lamp stand, and it shines on all who are in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before people, so they can see the good things you do and praise your Father who is in heaven.

This is the Gospel of the Lord

Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.

Homily Celebrant
PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL
Principal/Deputy Principal/Year Head
We pray for the class of 2017 that they may always find the motivation to achieve their dreams and to reach their full potential.

Lord hear us

Lord graciously hear us.

Student Name
We pray for our families and loved ones who have helped us throughout our journey. May we carry on the love and support they have given us.

Lord hear us

Lord graciously hear us.

Student Name 
We pray for Name of Student Teacher, that he has a wonderful future filled with happiness, good health and that his dreams, like ours will carry him through life.

Lord hear us

Lord graciously hear us.
Student Name
We pray for those who were once part of our year group: those who began in first year with us, those who came from different parts of the world to learn English, we remember them tonight and pray that they are happy and have good health.

Lord hear us,

Lord graciously hear us.

Student Name
We pray for those who have died, especially for … who died recently and for all those who are part of our school community and are remembered in our memorial garden. May they rest in peace and rise in glory.
Lord hear us

Lord graciously hear us.

Student Name
We pray for all the staff of Name of School; canteen, caretakers, cleaning, teachers, secretaries, and managing staff – they have inspired us and put smiles on our faces – we pray that you have the wisdom and courage to lead the students of Name of School and the comfort to know that you make an important difference to us.

Lord hear us

Lord graciously hear us.
Celebrant: God our father, we offer all our prayers to you this evening in solidarity with one another as we say together our school prayer

All: 
Let there be respect for the earth

Peace for its people

Love in our lives

Delight in the good

Forgiveness for past wrongs

And from now on a new start.

Amen
CEREMONY OF LIGHT
Name of C of I Minister: This day marks a very special time for the sixth years. It is an ending but it is also a beginning. We tell that story of ending and beginning now using the Easter light, the symbol of Christ, the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End.

1. (Year Head)
On behalf of the staff of the school, I offer you the light of Wisdom.
(Year Head) lights the candle of wisdom from the Paschal Candle.
Carry this light from this place to a world that stands in need of wisdom; 
a world that faces decisions and choices never dreamed of in times past. 

Remember that everything you learned in school was learnt in the company of others.

Be open to the learning that is ahead of you.

May you be a light of wisdom for others, and may you grow together in a wisdom that will inspire you to find the good and true.

May this light of wisdom guide you during your exams and your future life on the road ahead.
2. Parent/Guardian 
On behalf of the parents and guardians here this evening I offer you the light of love.
Brenda lights the candle of love from the Paschal Candle.
This is a light we lit for you a long time ago.

It is the light you depended on in those early days, the light you ran to when things went wrong. The light that was left on because you were afraid of the dark…

This is the light that waited up for you if you were late home….

And the light that was always there even though sometimes, just sometimes, you wished it wasn’t!!

Carry this light of love into a world where real love is rare and precious.

Use it to light the path of your own search to love and be loved.

And when you find that the light is flickering, blown by the troubles of life, remember that there will always be a light burning for you in that place called home.
3. Representative of the Trustees
On behalf the trustees and Management of this school, I offer you the light of faith.
(Name) lights the candle of faith from the Paschal Candle.
When you were a baby, someone held this light for you and named you as a child of God. Over the years this flame has been fuelled by the example of those around you 

- the Christian community, a community called to be the light for the world.

Now you must carry that light yourself.

You will not find it an easy task; there may be a price to pay.

The flame will flicker; it may even be extinguished for a time.

But the most important thing about the flame of faith, is that it is not yours alone.

A lone flame can pierce the darkness ,

But many flames can create a great light.

Be a part of the Christian community wherever you find it.

Be as God called you to be,

As the stars of the night

As the sun in the sky

A source of light for all you will meet on the way.

Be a light for the world.

4. Name - First year student
On behalf of the students you leave behind in Name of School, I offer you the light of hope.

Jessica lights the candle of hope from the Paschal Candle.
Carry this light into a world that stands in need of hope. 

Time can move fast. When you are in sixth year, 

you say that the first years are very young and very small! 

But when you are in first year, 

you sixth years seem very old and very tall! 

I will leave in the year …... 

Where will you be then? 

You are our hopefulness.

You together are the hope for the future. 

A lot depends on how well this light is carried. 

By the way you live your life, you will decide the shape of the future.

You have the power to turn conflict into peace and transform the future for others and me.

We are your past. We are your present. 

But you are creators of your own tomorrows.

Be people of hope. Be dreamers of dreams. 

Be people of whom we can proudly say;

‘We knew them, they were part of our community’. 
Name of C of I Minister: I invite (insert names of 4 students) to come forward, representing their classes to take the flame of Wisdom, Love, Faith and Hope and light the flame of the class of 2017. This flame will be burning for you in the oratory, every day during your leaving certificate as a sign of the support you have from your community and as a sign that God is with you through it all. May you let your light shine before people, so they can see the good things you do and praise your Father who is in heaven.
We ask this through Christ our Lord

All: Amen
Blessing of the gifts 
Celebrant’s Name: Before us we have a keepsake to give you. Something that will remind you of your time here but more importantly, something that will remind you that you are never alone, you are always loved by God and because we have that love we are called to reach out and serve others.
May these crosses and the ones who own them be blessed
in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

All: Amen
Take these keepsakes, and remember that you are always part of the community of Name of School and a child of God.

Reflection: Believe
I can do anything at all

I can climb the highest mountain

I can feel the ocean calling wild and free

I can be anything I want, with hope to drive me onward

If I can just believe in me.

Celebrant’s Name: We bring all our hopes and dreams into your caring hands father as we say the prayer you taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed by thy name;

thy kingdom come, thy will be done

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread,

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
Celebrant’s Name: Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil, graciously grant peace in our days, that, by the help of your mercy, we may be always free from sin and safe from all distress, as we await the blessed hope and the coming of our Saviour, Jesus Christ.
All: For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.
Prayer for Peace

Lord Jesus Christ, who said to your Apostles, Peace I leave you, my peace I give you, look not on our sins, but on the faith of your Church, and graciously grant her peace and unity in accordance with your will. Who live and reign for ever and ever.
All: Amen.
The Peace of the Lord be with you always.
And with your spirit.
Let us pause for a few moments to remember one thing for ourselves for this evening.
Final Blessing
Celebrant’s Name: Let us bow our heads as we receive our final blessing

God has given us the power

To create beauty

To make another smile

To be a healing presence in someone’s sorrow

To bring justice to the oppressed

To console people in difficulty

To bring joy and peace to others

To help people in need

To laugh and enjoy life

To do good and turn from evil

To forgive those who have hurt us

And, most of all to love.

 

Let us pray that God will continue

to grace us with love and mercy

and the power to spread that love to others

during our journey

May almighty God bless you,
the Father, and the Son,
+ and the Holy Spirit.
Amen. 
Go in peace, glorifying the Lord by your life.

Thanks be to God!
Recessional Hymn A Future with Hope
I know the plans I have for you,

Not for harm but for your good

To give you a future, a future with hope.

Readings chosen by Names of Students
Commentary composed by Names of Students
