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6th year student
This evening marks a special time for us 6th year students in _____________. It is an ending, but it is also a beginning. We tell that story of ending and beginning now using the Easter light, the symbol of Christ, the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end.

Teacher
On behalf of the staff of the school, I offer you the light of Wisdom.
(A student comes forward and lights a candle from the Easter candle)
Carry this light from this place to a world that stands in need of wisdom; a world that faces decisions and choices never dreamed of in times past. Remember that everything you learned in school was learnt in the company of others. Be open to the learning that is ahead of you. May you be a light of wisdom for others. May you grow in a wisdom that will inspire you to find the good and the true. May this light of wisdom guide you during your exams and in your future life on the road ahead.

Parent
On behalf of all parents gathered here this evening I offer you the light of love. (Candle lit as before). This is a light we lit for you a long time ago. It is the light you depended on in those early days, the light you ran to when things went wrong. The light that was left on for you because you were afraid of the dark. This is the light that waited up for you if you were late home…and the light that was always there even though sometimes, just sometimes, you wish it wasn’t!
Carry this light of love into a world where real love is rare and precious. Use it to light the path of your own search to love and be loved. And when you find that the light is flickering, blown about by the troubles of life, remember that there will always be a light burning for you in that place called home.
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Board of Management Member
On behalf of the Trustees and Management of this school I offer you the light of faith. (Candle lit as before). When you were a baby someone held this light for you and names you as a child of God. Over the years this flame has been fuelled by the example of those around you. Now you must carry that light for yourself. You will not find it an easy task; there may be a price to pay. The flame will flicker, it may even be extinguished for a time. But the most important thing about the flame of faith, is that it is not yours alone. A lone flame cannot pierce the darkness, but many flames together can cast a great light. Be part of the Christian community wherever you find it. Be as God called you to be. As the stars in the night, as the sun in the sky. A source of light for all you will meet on the way. Be a light for the world.

First year student
On behalf of all students that you leave behind, I offer you the light of memory. (Candle lit as before). When you are in sixth year, you say that the first years are very young and very, very small! But when you are in first year as I am, you sixth year students seem very old and very big. Five or six years ago seems a very long time. I will leave school in the year 200_. Where will you be then? Days pass by, and for you now, school days are over. Carry the light of those days with you. When you meet, tell again the stories of those years in the classroom and on the playing field. Remember the victories and the disappointments, the lost locker key, the exam success and perhaps the cooling off time outside the Principal’s office. We ask you to remember us who will continue the story of the school to the end of the year 201_ and beyond. Remember us, we will remember you!
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